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2008  ha s  been  a  yea r  o f  r ap id  and  p r o found  changes  i n  t he  wor l d ’ s  

e conomy .   Wha t  s t a r t ed  ou t  a s  a  yea r  fu l l  o f  op t i mi s m has  ended  in  a  

yea r  o f  unce r t a i n ty .   Whi l e  t he  fu l l  impac t s  on  t he  mar i t i me  i ndus t r y  

r ema i n  t o  be  s ee n ,  i t  i s  c l ea r  t ha t  t he  need  fo r  p r o fe s s i ona l  and  h i gh l y  

qua l i f i ed  mar i ne r s  s t i l l  pe r s i s t s .  

 

Our  i ndus t r y  i s  unde r go i ng  r ap i d  and  p r o found  changes  a s  a  r e su l t  o f  

t he  move  t owar ds  pe r fo r man ce  ba sed  r egu l a t i ons .   Pe r fo r mance  ba sed  

r egu l a t i ons  r ewr i t e s  t he  s oc i a l  con t r ac t  be t ween  t he  i ndus t r y ,  t he  

gene r a l  pub l i c  and  t he  r egu la t o r s .   Compan i e s  w i l l  no  l onge r  be  t i ed  t o  

p r e sc r i p t ive  r egu la t i ons  wh ich  some t i mes  i nh i b i t  i nnova t i on  and  

e f f i c i ency  and  wi l l  be  ab l e  t o  i mp l emen t  t he i r  own  s t anda r ds  t o  a ch i eve  

pe r fo r ma nce  ba sed  t a r ge t s .   The  gene r a l  pub l i c  w i l l  demand  i nc rea sed  

accoun t ab i l i t y  f r om t he  i ndus t r y  t o  p r ov i de  adequa t e  sa fe t y  and  

env i r onmen t a l  s a fegua r ds .   The  r egu la t o r s  w i l l  no  l onge r  be  t he  

gua r d i ans  o f  t e chn ica l  s t anda r ds  and  t hey  wi l l  sh i f t  f r om co mpl i anc e  

a s su r ance  t o  i nves t i ga t i on  and  en fo r cemen t .    

 

A  consequence  o f  t he  new soc i a l  con t r ac t  w i l l  be  an  i nc r ea sed  t r end  

t owar ds  the  c r i mi na l i za t i on  o f  s ea fa r e r s .   As  we  hea r d  du r i ng  our  2007  

Se mi na r ,  me r e  co mpl i ance  to  a  pub l i shed  s t anda r d  i s  no t  enough  

p r o t e c t i on  unde r  pe r fo r man ce  ba sed  r u l e s .   Due  d i l i gence  dema nds  a  

h i ghe r  l eve l  o f  p r o fe s s i ona l i sm and  compe t ence  f r om i nd i v i dua l  

ma r i ne r s  t han  was  p r ev i ous ly  r equ i r ed .   A t  t he  Mar i t i me  Day ,  hos t ed  

by  T r anspo r t  Canada  i n  Ha l i f ax  i n  2008 ,  we  a r gued  t ha t  r e c r u i t m en t  

and  r e t en t i on  o f  s ea fa r e r s  wi l l  h i nge  on  t he  ab i l i t y  o f  i ndus t r y ,  s choo l s  

and  p r o fe s s i ona l  bod i e s  t o  r a i s e  t he  ba r  on  p r o fe s s i ona l  s t anda r ds .  

 

To  p l ay  ou r  r o l e  i n  enhanc i ng  t he  s t anda r ds  w i th i n  ou r  p r o fe s s i on  we  

need  peop l e  who  a r e  w i l l i ng  t o  devo te  t h e i r  ene r g i e s  and  expe r t i s e .   

Wi t h i n  t h i s  con tex t ,  I  am ve r y  p l ea sed  t o  no t e  t ha t  t he  Newfound l and  

and  Lab rado r  D i v i s i on  i s  t he  f a s t e s t  g r owi ng  Di v i s i on  wi t h i n  t he  

coun t r y .   Mos t  o f  ou r  new member s  a r e  a c t i ve  sea fa r e r s  who  a r e  

undoub t ed l y  s ee i ng  t he  sh i f t s  i n  t he  indus t r y  a s  t hey  a re  occu r r i ng .    

 

Our  cha l l enge  i s  c l e a r ,  and  I  am con f i den t  t ha t  we  a r e  ga i n i ng  t he  

r e sou r ce s  r equ i r ed  t o  move  ou r  p r o fe s s i on  fo rwa r d  so  tha t  i t  me e t s  t he  

demands  o f  t he  new sh i pp i ng  r ea l i t y .   Our  i n t e r ven t i ons  a t  I MO and  

CMAC as  w e l l  a s  ou r  c l o se  invo l veme n t  w i t h  s tuden t s  and  young  

p r o fe s s i ona l s  a r e  s t eps  i n  t he  r i gh t  d i r ec t i on .   
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2008  Ac t i v i t i e s  

 

1 -  Febr ua r y  2 ,  2008  Annua l  Gene r a l  Mee t i ng  a t  t he  Cr ow’ s   Nes t  

Of f i c e r s  C l ub .  

2 -  Apr i l  3 ,  2008  157 t h  Co mpa ny  o f  Mas t e r  Mar ine r s  o f  Canada  

Te l ec on fe r ence .  

3 -  Apr i l  9 ,  2008  CMMC NL Di v i s i on  d inne r  mee t i ng  i n  t he  Gr een  

Roo m o f  Papa ’ s  P i e r  17 .  

4 -  May 9 ,  2008  CMMC NL Di v i s i on  Counc i l  mee t i ng  a t  t he   Cen t r e  

fo r  Mar i ne  S i mu l a t i on .  

5 -  May 20 ,  2008  Of f i c i a l  Ce r t i f i c a t e  o f  t he  Comp any  o f  Mas t e r  

Mar i ne r s  o f  Canad a  C ap t a i n  Baugh  Memor i a l  Scho l a r sh ip  

awar ded  to  Dav i d  Ande r son .  

6 -  May 29 ,  2008  CMMC NL D i v i s i on  d inne r  mee t i ng  i n  t he   Gr een  

Roo m o f  Papa ’ s  P i e r  17 .  

7 -  Sep t embe r  17 ,  2008  CMMC NL Di v i s i on  Counc i l  Mee t ing  a t  

CMS.  

8 -  Sep t embe r  18 ,  2008  CMMC NL Di v i s i on ’ s  Men t o r i ng  Pr og r amme  

BBQ a t  t he  Mar i ne  I n s t i t u t e .  

9 -  Oct obe r  2 ,  2008  CMMC NL  Di v i s i on ’ s  One  Day  Semi n a r  i n  t he  

Ha mpt on  Ha l l ,  Mar i ne  I n s t i t u t e .  

10 -  Oct obe r  3 ,  2008  CMMC Na t i ona l  AGM r ecep t ion  a t  t he  Cr ow’ s  

Nes t  Of f i c e r s  C l ub .  

11 -  Oct obe r  4 t h  and  5 th ,  2008  CMMC NC M,  AGM and  NCM a t  t h e  

Mar r i o t t  Ho t e l ,  S t .  J ohn ’ s ,  NL .  

12 -  Nove mbe r  10 ,  2008  Re me mbr ance  Day  Ce r emony  –  Wr ea t h  

Lay i ng .  

13 -  Nove mbe r  17 ,  2008 .   Pape r  p r epa red  by  t he  NL Di v i s i on  en t i t l ed  

“Rec r u i t i ng  Sea fa r e r s  i n t o  a  Job  o r  a  P r o fe s s i on? ”  p r e sen t ed  a t  

Mar i t i me  Sy mpos i um 2008  i n  Ha l i f ax .  

14 -  Nove mbe r  19 ,  2008  CMMC NL Di v i s i on ’ s  gene r a l  mee t i ng  a t  t he  

CMS,  Mar i ne  I ns t i t u t e .  

15 -  December  11 ,  2008  CMMC Na t i ona l  Counc i l  Te l econ fe r ence  a t  

t he  V i r t ua l  Mar i ne  Techno logy  head  o f f i c e .   C ap t .  F i ande r ’ s  

submi s s i on  t o  TC r ega r d i ng  t he  i ncorpo r a t i on  o f  DP  t r a i n i ng  i n t o  

STC W wa s  t ab l ed  and  accep ted .  

16 -  December  13 ,  2008  CMMC NL Di v i s i on ’ s  Chr i s t mas  D i nne r  a t  t he  

Mar r i o t t  Ho t e l .  

17 -  J anua r y  22 ,  2009  CMMC Na t i ona l  Counc i l  Te l econ fe r ence .   Cap t .  

Ada m’ s  WG gu i d e l i nes  fo r  Cade t  Member sh i p  we r e  t ab l ed .  
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Sept em ber  18 ,  2008  we  had  ou r  r egu l a r  Men to r i ng  P r og r amme  BBQ.  

 

 
 

The  BBQ was  a  g r ea t  succe ss .  The  s t uden t s  and  t he  a t t end i ng  me mber s  

had  good  d i s cus s i ons  on  t he  t op i c s  on  wh i ch  va r i ous  g r oups  we r e  

t r y i ng  t o  p r epa re  t he i r  t e chn i ca l  r epo r t s .   

 

O ct ober  2 ,  2008  we  had  ou r  One  Day  Se mi na r  on  Mar i t ime  Hu ma n  

Resou r ces  So l u t i ons .  I t  was  he l d  a t  t he  Mar i ne  I n s t i t u t e .  

 

           
Sen i o r  Nau t i ca l  Sc i ence  s tuden t s  he l p i ng  a t  t he  Semi n a r  w i t h  Cap t .  J i m 

Thor pe  f i l l i ng  i n  fo r  Cap t .  A .  McNe i l l  t he  T r ea su r e r .  
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O ct ober  3  –  5 ,  2008  we  hos t ed  t he  CMMC N a t i ona l  Annua l  G /Mee t i ng .   

 

 
 

We had  a  ve r y  succe s s fu l  3  days  o f  mee t i ngs .  We  we r e  ab l e  t o  sa t i s fy  

t he  Na t i ona l  T r ea su r e r  a s  we  mon i t o r ed  ou r  expense s  o f  t he  mee t i ngs .  

So me  o f  t he  s en i o r  Nau t i c a l  Sc i ence  s t uden t s  j o i ned  wi t h  u s  a t  ou r  

r e cep t i on .  

 

Novem ber  10 ,2008  we  pa r t i c i pa t ed  a t  t he  Remembr ance  Day  Ce r emon y  

by  l ay i ng  a  wr ea t h  a t  t he  War  Memor i a l  i n  f r on t  o f  t he  Mar i ne  

I n s t i t u t e .  I  was  no t  i n  t own  and  t he r e fo r e  Cap t .  Hye - Knudsen  and  Cap t .  

Enn i s  l a id  t he  wrea t h  w i t h  some  o f  ou r  me mber s  t ak i ng  p a r t  a t  t he  

c e r emony .  
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Decem ber  13 ,  2008  we  had  ou r  annua l  Chr i s t mas  D i nne r  a t  t he  

Mar r i o t t  Ho t e l .  I t  was  a  l ove l y  even i ng  wi th  12  o f  ou r  me m ber s  and  

t he i r  pa r tne r s  a t t end i ng  t he  d i nne r .  

                   
 

O ur  m embersh i p ,  t oday  i s  a  ve r y  p r o mi s i ng  32  me mber s .  

 

. . .  

 

We  a r e  s ad  t o  a cknowl edge  t he  sudden  pa s s i ng  o f  Cap t .  J ames  T hor pe .   

J i m was  a  ve r y  ac t i ve  me mber  o f  ou r  D i v i s i on  and  a  man  o f  d r i ve  and  

pa s s i on .   Cap t .  T ho r pe ’ s  en t hus i a sm wi l l  b e  mi s sed  bu t  h i s  me mor y  

wi l l  be  fond l y  p r e se r ved  by  h i s  f ami l y  and  h i s  many  f r i ends .  

 


